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“I am convinced that
a society without literature, or a society in
which literature has
been relegated – like
some hidden vice – to
the margins of social
and personal life, and
transformed into something like a sectarian
cult, is a society condemned to become spiritually barbaric, and
even to jeopardize its
freedom.”
-From “Why Literature?”
Mario Vargas Llosa, the
New Republic 2001
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means about the readers themselves; in fact, I don’t think it
tells us anything about them.
Since almost activity can become a fad: eating dark chocolate, driving a hybrid car, wearing a hat, getting a piercing - it
is difficult to imagine why anyone would use popularity as a
way of diminishing the pleasure or importance of a behavior.
I think Ms. Nehring has
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