In the last couple of months, I

The courses are well laid

have taken two online courses

out and organized and I appre-

through Infopeople (w w w .

ciate both of these qualities.

infopeople.org). The first of

Each week begins with one or

At the
Library

these four-week courses was

two readings, which are much

called “Web 2.0” and it was free

like lectures. The readings can

– which is how I came to be

be read online, which works

By Julie Winkelstein
June 15, 2007

taking it. The second and cur-

well for the large number of

rent one is called “Library

links usually embedded in the

“Network: a network
is formed when two or
more devices (computers, printers, servers,
etc.) can communicate
with one another. This
can be done with
cabling, or it can be
done wirelessly...The
Internet is a very large
Ethernet network.”
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challenging part for me – what I
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is, to experiencing it for myself.
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my view of the world has ex-

trating, I find myself looking for

panded, not because I now have

yet another class to take. Ad-

more facts, but because I have

ding to my understanding of a

more knowledge. It is like open-

topic makes me feel like an

ing the hood of my car and

active part of the library world

slowly letting myself take in

– or even simply the world. It is

what I am seeing – something I

exhilarating, even as it is diffi-

did recently. At first all I can see

cult. In fact, the more difficult it

are unrecognizable parts, each

is, the more rewarding I find it.

covered with a layer of black

Because not only have I learned

greasy dirt. But after a minute

something new, but I have also

or so, I recognize the radiator,

challenged myself and won. It

the hoses, the spark plugs, the

is a small victory perhaps, but it

little bottle for the window

is one I treasure.

washing fluid, the power steering reservoir and finally the
brake fluid reservoir – the very
thing I was looking for this
time. Like a photographic print,
the picture starts to make sense.
Real learning is like that
for me. As I read, explore and
discuss, I am piecing together a
greater understanding of the
topic. And the pleasure I get in
this process continues to astonish me. Despite the fact that it
can be emotionally exhausting,
humbling and sometimes frus-
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