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versations he tells Tobin:

funny and insightful and there
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made me realize that life is right
in front of us, but we just ignore
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never
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The final book is kira-kira
by Cynthia Kadahata. This book

these that are more than the
words and the plot – they are
gifts to us all.

did win the Newbery Medal
and the gold seal on the front of
each copy fittingly says “For the
Most Distinguished Contribution to Children.” Again written
in the first-person, Katie tells us
about her life with her hardworking Japanese parents, her
brave genius sister Lynne and
her young brother Sam. Katie is
an accurate and careful narrator, who gives clear details of
events and whose observations
are small yet powerful. She is
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